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Press Release 
 
Aakash Odedra Company presents Odedra’s first company work, #JeSuis 
A powerful and political piece for seven Turkish dancers  
Winner of the 2017 Amnesty International Freedom of Expression Award  
 
Choreographer and performer Aakash Odedra has created his first company work on seven dancers from 
Turkey. A powerful physical exploration of oppression in all its guises, layers and contexts, #JeSuis has its 
London premiere at the Lilian Baylis Studio at Sadler’s Wells on 7 and 8 November. 
 
#JeSuis has been several years in the making. Odedra first met the dancers in 2012 when he taught a 
workshop at Mimar Sinan University, Istanbul – and it was their collective responses to the widespread 
misinterpretations of their country which inspired him to create the piece. Preview performances at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe in 2017 won the Amnesty International Freedom of Expression Award and in June 
2018 it won the Eastern Eye ACTA Dance Award. The world premiere took place at the New York University 
Abu Dhabi in February of this year. 
 
Wrapped up in ideas around displacement, refuge and instability, #JeSuis portrays the frustrations of lives 
lived in conflict, a homeland that no longer knows the meaning of ‘home’, living somewhere where 
freedoms and choices are a luxury and the main hope is to stay safe.  
 
#JeSuis also looks at the role of the media in dictating the stories we see.  While #JeSuisCharlie brought 
solidarity and comfort to a world grieving the horrific attacks in Paris in 2015, other equally appalling 
attacks took place in Kabul and Istanbul but failed to capture the attention in quite the same way. 
#JeSuis acknowledges that some acts of oppression are more loudly heard and deeply felt than others. 
 
The dancers are Gizem Aksu, Yasin Anar, Evrim Akyay, Taner Güngör, Su Güzey, Beril Şenöz and Melissa 
Ugolini.  
 
The musical score is by Odedra’s long-term collaborator Nicki Wells. Dramaturgy is by Lou Cope and 
lighting design by Alessandro Barbieri. 
 
Naomi McAuliffe, Amnesty International's Scotland Programme Director, said of the piece: “#JeSuis is a 
powerful wake-up call to everyone on the climate of violence and oppression that people in Turkey are 
currently enduring. To see attacks on freedom of expression portrayed through the medium of dance was 
incredibly powerful and accessible.... A production addressing freedom of expression in Turkey is 
particularly resonant for us as an organisation as our colleagues from Amnesty International Turkey are 
currently languishing in jail.” 
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Notes to editors 

1. #JeSuis is supported by Lottery Funding from Arts Council England and Paradise is Here; co-
commissioned by The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi; Journeys Festival International; The 
Movement – a partnership between Birmingham Hippodrome, Sadler’s Wells and The Lowry: Curve 
Theatre, Leicester; and Contact Theatre, Manchester. Research and development was supported by 
the British Council in Turkey and DanceXchange, UK. 

 
2. Arts Council England is the national development body for arts and culture across England, working 

to enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the arts, museums and libraries – 
from theatre to visual art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to collections. Great art 
and culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. 
In short, it makes life better. Between 2018 and 2022, we will invest £1.45 billion of public money 
from government and an estimated £860 million from the National Lottery to help create these 
experiences for as many people as possible across the country. www.artscouncil.org.uk  
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